Nicola Grove’s visit to Australia
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Hallo!  
I am a storyteller and a trained speech pathologist and teacher, and I have pioneered the use of storytelling with people who have severe communication difficulties.  I set up the only storytelling company that is run by people with intellectual disabilities
.  
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telling a legend at a local festival

working with one of our learning disabled directors as he takes part in a storytelling competition

I have published several books and have lectured on this topic in many different countries. In the UK I work with very disabled people who cannot speak – but I find that told in the right way, everyone enjoys stories – and what is more, everyone has a story to tell!

My visit to Australia

I am honoured to be one of the guest speakers at the AGOSCII (Australian Group on Severe Communication Impairment ) conference  in Canberra from 7-9th May:  Communication: Feel the Power
I would like to use the opportunity of coming all this way to:

· Meet people with communication disabilities

· Share my ideas and experience on storytelling, narrative approaches in therapy, and the use of sign language with speech impaired people

· Learn from your ideas and experience

· Further my research into the representation of people with disabilities in traditional stories

If you would be interested in a seminar, workshop, story performance or meeting, please let me know.  

Costs:  As I am freelance and running a small charity (Unlimitedstorytellers), I am hoping to cover the costs of my trip – but I am not interested in big bucks!.  I charge approximately 430AUD per day to universities, services and educational centres (more for the corporate sector – I wish!).  However, for the research into the culture of disability in story there is no charge at all.
· Story performance

I am an experienced storyteller, who regularly performs in schools and other centres. I am chair of my local Story Circle.  In my storytelling company, Sweetbriar, I work with two musicians, telling stories of both thorns and roses. My current show is Motherlode, featuring two stories from Finland that explore the relationships between mothers and daughters, mothers and sons. 

· Workshops: 

Half day workshops concentrate on understanding the approach and its impact; with whole day workshops there is an opportunity to develop the practice yourself.  Workshops can be run with the participation of up to 10 people with disabilities, providing there is support from families or staff. 

1.  Developing and sharing personal stories with people who have severe and profound disabilities: STORYsharing 
Aims:  to raise awareness of the importance of personal anecdote in developing equal and supportive relationships and building community.  

You gain:  practical ideas for communication groups and staff training; a way of really transforming the lives of people with high support needs; skills in multisensory storytelling. 

Target group: children and adults  functioning at an early level of communication, with sensory impairments and high support needs.  

2.  Learning to Tell.  

Aims: To teach ways of developing narrative skills for inclusive storytelling in  to people with communication difficulties, based on our accredited course materials.

You gain;  ideas for running groups, teaching narrative and empowering people with disabilities to become storytellers

Target group;  teenagers and adults who can listen to and follow a simple story, and communicate intentionally in words, signs or communication aids. 
3.  Hands on: assessment and intervention through sign and gesture with children and adults who have severe speech impairments.
Aims:  teach how to assess language and communication through sign.

Topics covered will include:  typical and atypical development of sign; sign articulation problems and remediation; creative use of sign and gesture.  Activities will involve observation of filmed examples and fun challenges in sign to use with students.  

Target groups: specialist teachers, lecturers, speech pathologists and teachers of the Deaf

4.  Flying with the sparrow: issues of empowerment and marginalization in traditional stories
Aims:  to raise awareness of the importance of legend in the lives of people with disabilities; and the role of story in both promoting and challenging stereoypes

The workshop will concentrate on sharing stories from different cultures and finding out your stories. 

You gain:  insights into your own culture and that of others; opportunities to learn from the wisdom and experience of people with intellectual disabilities

Target groups: advocacy groups, self advocates with disabilities, families, teachers, health, education and social service professionals, storytellers.  
· Lectures

Storysharing with children and Storysharing with adults are 30 minute presentations of the results from two research projects in the UK.  
War and intellectual disability:  this 30 minute lecture is based on a paper which is currently in development for the Journal on Developmental Disabilities, where we are confronting the difficult and underresearched issue of the exploitation of people with learning difficulties and disabilities in conflict situations: as both victims and as perpetrators.  

· Research work

Flying with the sparrow comes from my research into traditional stories in South Africa in the summer of 2008.  I met with storytellers, families, teachers and health professionals, and worked with young people in a theatre group, children in special schools and a group for people with acquired communication impairments.  The research involves
· Meeting children and adults with disabilities and talk with them, their families and staff about what is difficult and what is good in their lives

· Telling stories from your traditions and from others,  by singing, touch, using objects, sounds and smells – not just in words!

· Then I would like to talk with everyone about what the stories mean. 

· I would hope to make some links between your communities and of people with intellectual disabilities in the UK, so we can build up friendships.

· My schedule

23rd April Arrive Sydney

 5th May Arrive Canberra
6th May preconference workshop

7-9th May AGOSCII conference

10th May Travel to Sydney

11th May Departure
About the Unlimited Company of Storytellers
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The Unlimited Company is the only group of professional storytellers with learning/intellectual disabilities in the world.   We have been developing our work since 2004.  See our website:  www.bild.org.uk/storytelling
· We help people with intellectual disabilities to tell stories

· We tell stories about our own lives 

· We tell legends and myths and wonder tales

· And we challenge the way people think and talk about disability
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the company practising a workshop for 

The company working with a group of people with

parents and carers about choice and control

profound disabilities






� Intellectual disabilities may be called mental or intellectual retardation, or mental handicap in some countries.  








