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150 Word Abstract of Presentation:

The Descriptive Teaching Model is based on a constructivist theory of classroom teaching and is an approach that is highly effective in supporting students using high tech AAC devices in mainstream educational classrooms.  The model encourages classroom use of the student’s permanent, high frequency, re-useable vocabulary that should already be available in the AAC device, rather than never-ending programming of new vocabulary to match content vocabulary demands in the classroom.  This workshop will describe the model and then, teams will develop Descriptive Teaching lesson plans, based on pre-selected curriculum materials.  Teams will role-play the “lesson” sharing the roles of “teacher,” “student using AAC device,” and “normally developing students.”  Team members will practice the following: (1) descriptive aided language teaching/talking/testing, (2) partner prompt levels, and (3) partner response strategies.   It is recommended that regular education teachers supporting included students be invited to participate with their support teams in this workshop.  

500 Word Paper for Peer Review:

Most teachers are trained to impart information to students through lectures, demonstrations, classroom activities, textbooks, etc.  After initial teaching, most teachers review the information and then they test the student's acquisition of information through precise questioning, such as "who was the first President of the United States?" or "What is the largest planet in the solar system?"  This approach for teaching is based on a referential educational model. 

To support pre-literate students using AAC devices included within mainstream classrooms, the current practice in the field of AAC is program referential words (e.g., George Washington) within a student's AAC device so that the student can participate actively in the classroom. This Referential Model of teaching results in a costly and never ending process of vocabulary programming, with words being programmed that are needed on a temporary basis. The student, in term, has little to no time to learn how to say these words before the lesson has passed and will rarely need or use any of these words once the lesson is completed. This practice is not only an ineffective use of the time and expertise of the speech-language pathologist, but may be costing the included student using AAC very valuable communication experiences and long-term expressive language learning opportunities.

The Descriptive Teaching Model is an alternative approach modelled on the constructivist approach to teaching and learning, which asserts that (cognition) learning is the result of "mental construction." In other words, students learn by fitting new information together with what they already know.  Instead of programming more and more words into the AAC device, the student communicates new ideas with words with words he/she already knows which are already in his/her vocabulary system.  

With the Descriptive Teaching Model, the teacher presents and reviews the lesson, using words already within the student’s AAC system.  After the lesson is presented and reviewed by the teacher, the student is tested on the information learned by being asked descriptive questions (e.g., What do you know about George Washington), using descriptive answers from words already in the AAC device (e.g., he first man, he not tell bad things). 

The presenter will demonstrate a an "at-a-glance" vocabulary chart that shows the permanent vocabulary within the student's AAC device. This chart is a way for teachers to determine what words they can use to teach the lesson, based on what words are already in the device. The teachers use the chart as part of their teaching strategies in order to develop improved language output expectations from students and improve their ability to coach students in use of permanent vocabulary in the AAC device. 


Participants will break into teams to complete a Descriptive Teaching Planning Form and to role-play the teaching of the lesson.  A set* of materials will be provided to each team to assist in the hands-on groups activities.   The teams will report on their impressions of the model and discuss applications for their school settings.  

*NOTE:  Set of materials includes the following:

1. Description of the Lesson to be developed

2. A Descriptive Model Planning Form (available on-line and at the workshop)

3. A Natural Aided Language Board

4. A Manual Communication Board (to simulate a set of 350 core words in an AAC device)

