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Short Abstract

A web-based teaching packaged was developed by a multidisciplinary team from Monash University. The focus is six stories of people with developmental disabilities involved with various health professionals. Two stories were used in research evaluating changes in health students’ attitudes towards and perceptions of people with developmental disabilities. Students completed an attitudinal survey prior to watching and discussing a video story featuring an adult with CP and complex communication needs. These data were compared with those obtained post-watching of the story. Few quantitative differences were found. In contrast, qualitative data from both tutor interviews and focus groups of students observing a second story indicated their assumptions had been challenged, and there were shifts in their perceptions about the disabilities depicted. The stories used in the research, as well as a third featuring a young man with profound intellectual disability, will facilitate discussion of educational implications for speech pathology students. 
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500 word abstract/paper 
Health and Disability: Partnerships in Action is a web-based teaching package that focuses on health professionals: 

· developing the attitudes, skills and knowledge required to provide high quality health care to people with disabilities;

· valuing and working respectfully with all people, regardless of their abilities or socio-cultural background;

· appreciating the importance and advantage of working collaboratively in inter professional health care partnerships.

The package was designed and developed through a multidisciplinary collaboration lead by the CDDHV and including Dentistry, Dietetics, Education Design, Information Technology, Medicine, Nursing, Occupational Therapy, Paramedic Practice, Physiotherapy, Social Work, Speech Pathology, Video Production and Web design. Six people with disabilities and their families and support people worked with the project team; learning pathways were built around a health related video story for each individual.  Each story has associated learning objectives, learning activities and a summary of issues raised. A comprehensive Knowledge Base is included.

Two video stories were used in research designed to determine how observing and discussing scenarios of people with developmental disabilities impacts the attitudes and perceptions of health care students. This aim was motivated by (a) research indicating difficulties in attracting speech pathologists to work in developmental disability, and (b) recommendations for educational strategies to change the attitudes of health care practitioners as a means of redressing health inequalities experienced by this group.
First year students from various health professions completed an attitude scale during a lecture. The following week, they observed a DVD of an adult with cerebral palsy and complex communication needs in a health care scenario. Students completed the same attitude scale and an evaluation questionnaire of the story either before or after participating in a guided discussion. Tutors provided feedback on the discussion during interviews. Students from this cohort also participated in focus groups after observing another story of a young child with developmental disabilities and complex communication needs.  

Quantitative analysis indicated no interaction or main effects for the attitude scale across time or condition. Analysis of the evaluation questionnaire indicated that the students rated the DVD of the adult with CP highly, in particular in terms of causing them to think about how they would react if working with the person. Differences were found across the student groups for only one item about the usefulness of the DVD in learning about students’ own professions (df = 4, F = 11.8, p < .001). Interview and focus group qualitative data provided insights into how each story caused students to question their underlying assumptions and understanding of the disability, and informed them about their own and other professions.  

The results indicate the success of the stories in engaging students in developmental disability. Their responses are being used to inform the development and use of the teaching package. The DVDs used for the evaluation, as well as that of a young man with profound intellectual disability, will be shown to facilitate discussion about the use of video stories in preparing speech pathologists to work with people with complex communication needs. 

